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SUBJECT: RECENT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN PNG: 

REEMERGENCE OF KAUMI AFFAIR 

1. SUMMARY: LAST OCTOBER SIMON KAUMI, THEN SECRETARY OF 
INTERIOR, AT AN ANTI GOVERNMENT RALLY WHICH HE HELPED TO 
ORGANIZE, ENGAGED IN ANTI-GOVERNMENT SLOGANEERING FOR WHICH 
HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY SUSPENDED EROM OFFICE. MATTER REMAINED 
DORMENT UNTIL JAN 15 WHEN KAUMI LED AN QTE ARMY UNQTE OE 150 
MEMBERS ERIWO DEVELOPMENT ASSN. AND OCCUPIED EXPATRIATE 
OWNED PLANTATION IN KAUMI'S HOME AREA. HE IS PROMOTING 

IDEA OF PAPUAN SEPARATISM AND HOLDS GENERAL ANTI GOVERNMENT 
LINE. 

2. IN RESPONSE THE GOVERNMENT HAS DOWNGRADED THE POLITICAL 
CHALLANGE WHICH KAUMI'S ACTIONS HAVE RAISED AND IS 
CONCENTRATING ON THE LAND ISSUE PERSE. IT WILL PROBABLY 
UTILIZE THE LAND LEGISLATION PASSED LAST YEAR TO ACQUIRE 
THE PLANTATION PROM ITS EXPATRIATE OWNER WITH MODERATE 
COMPENSATION AND ALLOW ERIWO ASSN. TO PURCHASE THE LAND 
ON SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS AT PRACTION OP REAL VALUE. 
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3. SUBSEQUENTLY, SEVERAL PAPUAN SEPARATIST GROUPS MET AND 
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ANNOUNCED THEY WOULD MAKE UNILATERAL DECLARATION OF PAPUAN 
INDEPENDENCE. END SUMMARY. 

4. BACKGROUND: PORT MORESBY 305 DESCRIBED THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A QTE NEW ACTION GROUP FOR FREEDOM UNQTE WHICH ATTEMPTED 
TO BRING THE DEBATE ON THE NEW CONSTITUTION, ESPECIALLY THE 
CITIZENSHIP PROVISIONS, TO THE STREETS. THE GROUP'S CHAIRMAN, 

SIMON KAUMI ALLEGEDLY SHOUTED QTE DOWN WITH THE COALITION 
GOVERNMENT-UP WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT UNQTE AT A RALLY HELD 
ON OCT 12, AND WAS CONSEQUENTLY SUSPENDED FROM HIS POSITION 

AS SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR PENDING INVESTIGATION OF THE 
MATTER. THE GOVERNMENT HAS AS YET NOT MADE A FINAL DECISION 
IN REGARD TO HIS SUSPENSION. THE MATTER HAS REMAINED 
DORMANT UNTIL RECENTLY. 

5. JAN 15 LOCAL PRESS REPORTED THAT THE ERIWO (WAKE UP) 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WHICH WAS EORMED ABOUT SIX MONTHS 
AGO TO REPRESENT SOME THIRTEEN VILLAGES IN THE BUNA AREA OE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT HAD EORMED ITS OWN QTE ARMY UNQTE OF ABOUT 

150 MEN TO OCCUPY AN EXPATRIATE OWNED PLANTATION NEAR POPONDETTA. 
THE VILLAGE HAD ALREADY ESTABLISHED A TRADE STORE AND A 
VILLAGE ON THE PLANTATION WITHOUT THE OWNERS CONSENT, AND 
THE OWNER HAD DEPARTED DUE TO PREVIOUS DISTURBANCES. 

6. THE QTE ARMY UNQTE CALLED EITHER THE PAPUAN REPUBLICAN 
ARMY OR THE PAPUAN REPUBLIC FIGHTERS ARMY, DEPENDING ON THE 
SOURCE QUERIED, LED BY SIMON KAUMI, SUSPENDED INTERIOR 
SECRETARY, SEIZED JIROPA PLANTATION ON THE SAME DAY AS THE 
PRESS REPORT. KAUMI IS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED THAT THE 
PLANTATION WILL BECOME THE ERIWO ASSN. HEADQUARTERS AND 
CLAIMS THAT THE LAND IS NOW THE PROPERTY OF THE SANGA, 

BEUGA, AND BUNA CLANS. 

7. THE QTE ARMY UNQTE WHICH HAS BEEN IN BEING EOR LESS THAN 
A WEEK IS OFEICERED BY SEVERAL FORMER POLICEMEN, IS ARMED 
WITH TRADITIONAL WEAPONS RATHER THAN EIREARMS AND IS ENGAGED 
IN CLEARING THE LAND FOR CULTIVATION AS THE GROUP ASSERTS 

IT HAS ADOPTED A MILITARY STYLE OF LIFE IN ITS FARMING AND 
DAILY ROUTINE. KAUMI REPORTEDLY ASSERTED THAT THE PEOPLE 
HAD ADOPTED THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT SYSTEM (A PEOPLE'S COUNCIL) 
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RATHER THAN QTE A COLONIAL-TYPE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL 
UNQTE. HE SAID THE ARMY WOULD SUPPORT ANY GROUP SEEKING TO 
BREAK AWAY FROM NEW GUINEA. HE CLAIMS THAT THE PLANTATION 
WAS SIEZED BY FORCE QTE BECAUSE WE WERE SICK OE THE WAY THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD RESPONDED TO OUR REQUESTS REGARDING OUR 
RIGHT TO THE LAND UNQTE. HE THREATENED TO USE FORCE, IF 
NECESSARY, TO KEEP POLICE AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AWAY. 

POLICE ARE AT THE SCENE, BUT REPORTEDLY ARE PLAYING THE 
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SITUATION AT LOW KEY. STATING THAT IF HIS EFFORTS FAIL TO 
QTE RETURN PAPUA TO THE PAPUANS UNQTE KAUMI THREATENS THAT 
HE WILL TRY TO SET UP A NORTHERN DISTRICT REPUBLIC. IN A 
BIZARRE NOTE, HE OBSERVED THAT IF THE CABINET REINSTATED 
HIM TO THE INTERIOR DEPT HE WOULD HAVE TO THINK CARE- 
FULLY BEFORE ACCEPTING. 

8. IAN 20 POST-COURIER REPORTED A MEETING OVER WEEKEND 
AMONG LEADERS OF PAPUA BESENA, PAPUAN LIBERATION, THE 
PAPUAN REPUBLIC FIGHTERS ARMY, THE SOCIALIST PARTY, SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE PORT MORESBY CITY COUNCIL AND PAPUAN 
CLANSMEN. JOSEPHINE ABAIJAH, ACCORDING TO PRESS, 

ANNOUNCED THAT DELEGATES HAD AGREED ON STRUCTURE OF 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD CALL FOR A GENERAL 
ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT OF PAPUA REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT, 

SHE SAID THE GROUPS ALSO AGREED TO MAKE A UNILATERAL 
DECLARATION OF PAPUA'S INDEPENDENCE, ACCORDING TO PRESS. 

9. SOMARE RESPONSED WITH HARDER LINE, POST COURIER 
STATED, SAYING HE ISSUED QTE TOUGH WARNING UNQTE TO 
LEADERS. 

10. MOI AVEI, PRESIDENT OF PANGU PATI AND A PAPUAN, 

SAID THE PARTY IS COMMITTED TO A UNITED COUNTRY. QTE AS 
A PAPUAN I STAND FOR A UNITED COUNTRY AND IT IS TIME 
OTHER LEADERS STOOD UP TO BE COUNTED ON THE ISSUE UNQTE 
HE SAID. 

11. COMMENT: THE SOMARE GOVERNMENT EVIDENTLY HAS CHOSEN 
TO REGARD PLANTATION'S OCCUPATION AS SIMPLE DISPUTE OVER 
PREVIOUSLY ALIENATED LAND, AND TO AVOID CONSIDERATION 
UNLESS UNAVOIDABLE OF POLITICAL ISSUES RAISED. GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCED THAT WHILE IT SUPPORTS PEOPLES DESIRE TO USE THE 
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PLANTATION, IT DEPLORES THE UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION OF IT. 

TROUBLE AT PLANTATION STARTED IN 1968 WHEN IT WAS PURCHASED 
BY CURRENT OWNER. OWNER ALLEDGES LOCAL CLANS HAVE THREATENED 
LABORERS AND EXPATRIATES TO POINT WHERE IT CANNOT BE 
PROPERLY WORKED. NO COPRA HAS BEEN SOLD FROM PLANTATION 
SINCE NOVEMBER 1974. THIS IS ALMOST CLASSIC CASE ENVISIONED 
WHEN LAND ACQUISTION BILL PASSED LAST YEAR. TO LEGALIZE 
STATUS QUO GOVERNMENT CAN ACQUIRE LAND UNDER ACT PAYING 
MODERATE COMPENSATION TO EXPATRIATE OWNER, AND THEN 
SCHEDULE PAYMENTS FOR THE ERIWO DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
WHICH WOULD TOTAL ONLY A FRACTION OF THE LAND'S VALUE, 

WITH GOVERNMENT ABSORBING THE DIFFERENCE. IF POLITICAL 
ISSUES CAN BE DOWNGRADED EXPECT GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE THIS 
APPROACH. IF NOT GOVERNMENT CAN GET TOUGH AND APPLY PROV- 
ISIONS OF LAND TRESPASS ACT, ALTHOUGH IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT 
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IT WILL DO so. GOVERNMENT HAS PREVIOUSLY AVOIDED USING 
FORCE AGAINST CLANS TO UPHOLD RIGHTS TO TITLES HELD BY 
ALIENS. THIS LOGICAL SINCE OSCAR TAMMUR (PROMINENT 
MATAUGAN CHIEF IN THE GAZELLE) STARTED HIS POLITICAL 
CAREER BY LEADING SQUATTERS ONTO PLANTATION. THIS LATER 
EXPULSION BY PRE-SOMARE GOVERNMENT RESULTED IN HIS 
SUBSEQUENT ELECTORAL VICTORY TO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. ALSO 
MATANGUAN ASSN. DREW STRENGTH FROM INFLEXIBLE APPROACH 
TO SUCH ISSUES BY PRE-SOMARE AUTHORITIES. 

12. ASIDE FROM THE INTRINSIC ISSUES INVOLVED IN LAND 
DISPUTES, THEY PROVIDE AN EXCELLENT VEHICLE WHICH CAN 
BE LOADED UP WITH ALL SORTS OF POLITICAL BAGGAGE IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO EMBARASS THE GOVERNMENT. 

OLMSTED 
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